118 1910 Excycror.£pia BRITANNICA [Tne Sacrep Mission oF CiviLizanion] 119

~ments of the domain, including an estate of 155 s¢. m. in AfTi
._Viﬂa gt Ostend, and some land at Lacken, were kept by th {ing
who her retained a life interest in property on the Riyi€ra ;mci
Belgium undertook at her own charges and
£2,000,000 to complete “the works
Belgium with Funds derived fro
t of £2,000,000 chargeable
olony, which sumWas to be paid to the kin
stalments—the mones
nected with and bene
members of the royal famj

ened. On the 10th of July 1907 the Belgian premier announced
that negotiations with the Congo State would be renewed, and on
theq8th of November following a treaty was signed for the cession
of the\Congo State o Belgium. This treaty stipulated fogffhe main-
tenancef the Fondation de la couronne. This “governgfent within
a governmagt” was secured in all its privileges, its pro

L an esti-
embellish-
the Fondation
the funds of the
in fifteen annual in-
nded on objects “con-
ngo.” The annuities to
continuted, and other subsi-
important provision was the
t the concessions granted in the
r 1906 to the American Congo
iére el miniére, companies in

rks of public
utility” in Belgiuthand the Congo, those works in uding schemes
for the enibellishm¥at of the roval palaces and eftates in Belgium
and others for makink Ostend “a bathing city unfgure in the world.”
The state was to have ¥e right of redemption ¢h terms which, had
the rubber and ivary pMyduce alone been refleemed, would have

Even those politicians ledg
the king protested vigorously )
Fondation. Tt was recopnized ¢

ton in Belgium was disturbed and anxious at the
ing responsibility {or a vast, didgnt, and badly ad-
_ ntry, likely for years to be a sever nancial drain
1pon the #esources of the state. But, though those
innexaldon formed a numerous body, all political ParMgs were
agreed that in case of annexation the excesses which had
the record of the Free State should cease.’

Qvisions were modified. Negotia-
tions between Leopold 11 and the Relgian premier followed. While
they were in progress the British ghyernment again expressed its-
views, and in very monitory language/ {hey were conveyed in a pas
sage in the king’s speech at the opefind\of parliament on the 29th
of January, and in a statement by Sfr Edwyrd Grey in the House of °
Commons on the 26th of Februagf. Sir EdWard Grey affirmed that - _
the Congo State had “morally fogfeited everhright to international .

recognition,” and quoted with gpproval Lord
that the Congo system was the forst he had evd
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society attaches to huma life {and with reason) a
; ‘ .@\-\'hen our directing will
: SEHm s o trivmph over all obstacles,
and results which could not be attained by lengthy speeches may

ollow philanthropic influence. But if, in view of this desirabie
pread of civilisation, we count upon the means of action which
onfer upon us dominion and the sanction of right, it is not lesg
ttue that our ultimate end is n work ol peace. Wars do not neces-
mfi]y mean the ruin of the regions in which they rage; our agents
4o not ignore this [act, so from the day when their effective superi-
ority is alfirmed, they feel profoundly reluctant 1q use force, The

trolling power in the hands A “the present authorily _
be considered by Great Bri i A Our refined
the same day that Sir E ¢
was issued (Africa No. 1, f
state of affairs in the Cg
was from M. W. G. T
dum on the applicatigh of the labour tax, after detail} g Yarious:
abuses, added, "The&ystem which gave rise to these aBysds still
continues unchanggfl, and so long as it is unaltered the ¢ :
of the natives musff remain one of veiled slavery.” Eight da®
(on the 5th of Mgfch) an additional act was signed in Brussels ?
nulling the clayfes in the treaty of cession concerning the Fond)
tiorr, which wg to cease to exist on the day Belgium assumed th
sovereignty of the Congo and its property to he absorbed in th
state domains. Leopold 11, however, was able to obtain generous’
compensation for the surrender of the Fondation. Certain frag:

2 0n 14 Novembed 1908, the Belginn le,

] § giskature approved legislotion 1o ; : adminis-
rative contral of the Congo, and the Congo Free State ceusﬁ*d 10 oyjst. e fdmnis
From Guy Burrows, The Lard af the Pignries {Londan, 1898}, p. 286.




eels that he has a duty 1o perform to History, Humnanity, Civiliza-
ion and to the Supreme Being, who is himself the “King of Kings.”
Your Majesty will testify to my affection for your person and
friendship for your African State, of which you have had gmple
practical proofs for nearly six years. My friendship and segfice for
he State of Congo were inspired by and based upon yoy publicly
eclared, motives and aims, and your personal statemght to your
umble subscriber:—humane sentiments and work Af Christian
civilization forAfyica. Thus [ was led to regard you enterprise as
the rising of the Str of Hope for the Dark Continént, so long the
abitation of crueltiey; and [ journeyed in its lighf and laboured in
ts hope. All the praisely] things | have spoken énd written of the
ongo country, State and\3overeign, were inspired by the firm be-
ief that your Government wWys built upon thefenduring foundation
£ Truth, Liberty, Humauity anth Justice,
It afforded me great pleasure tohgvail mysdif of the opportunity af-
forded me last year, of visiting youhStatefin Africa; and how thor-
nghly I have been disenchanted, dishppgfnted and disheartened, it
s now my painful duty 1o make known your Majesty in plain but
fespectful language. Every charge whic m about to bring against
our Majesty's personal Government jh thk Congo has been care-
fudly investigated; a list of competent nd verdgious witnesses, docu-
ents, letters, official records and dgta has beey faithfully prepared,
hich will be deposited with Her Britannic M¥esty's Secretary of
tate for Foreign Affairs, until sugh time as an IMernational Com-
ission can be created with powdr to send for pershps and papers,
‘to:administer oaths, and attest tjfe truth or falsity of these charges,
‘Ircrave your NMajesty’s indulgénce while I make a fes\preliminary
einarks before entering upongthe specifications and chakges. "
our Majesty's title to the Jerritory of the State of Congdyis badly
clouded, while many of thgltreaties made with the natives\py the
sociation Internationalg’du Congo,"” of which you were Dikector
1d- Banker, were taintedfby frauds of the grossest character\The
vorld may not be surpriged to learn that your flag floats over teyri-
tory:to which your Majffsty has no legal or just claim, since othr
tropean Powers havgfdoubtful claims to the territory which they
ceupy upon the Afrifan Continent; but all honest people will be
shocked to know by Fhat gravelling means this fraud was consum-
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Eiiiradi phatyiGEEy ‘decisiye
N s i IEed. The sol-
Fors of the State, who are recruited necessarily from among the
natives, do not immediately forsake those sanguinary habits that
have been transmitted from generation to generation. The exam[.)[e -
of the white officer and wholesome military discipline gradually in-
spire in them a horror of human trophies of which they previqqsly
had made their boast. It is in their leaders that they must see living
evidence of these, higher principles, taught that the exercise of au-
thority is not at all. to be confounded with cruelty, but is, indeed;
destroyed by it. | am pleased to think that our agents, ne'flrly all of
whom are volunteers drawn from the ranks of the Belgian armgy,
have always present in their minds a strong sensc of the_ career of-.
honour in which they are engaged, and are animated with a pure:
feeling of patriotism; not sparing their own blomfl, they will the
more spare the blood of the natives, who \\:1Il see in them the all
powerful protectors of their lives and their property, :
—— i N
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GEORGE WASHINGTON WILLIAMS

Letter to His Serene Majesty Leopold II,
Belgians and Sovereign of the Midepen-
dent State of CongoT '

An Op
King of th

Good and Great Frien: e . b
| have the honour toNgubmit for vour Méjesty's consideration

some reflections respectingtpie Independgdt State of Congo, based
upon a careful study and insp@etion of thfe country and character of
the personal Government you
Continent.

fn order that you may know t
ing but the truth, | implare y,
dress you without restraint find with the {

r most ghgeious permission to ad:
kness of a man who

+ From John Hope Frunklin, rge Vashingron Willizurs: A jography (Chicago: U of
Chicago P, 1985), pp. 24383, Williains (1849-91) was an Al fcan in
journalist, lawyer, lepislagf, historian, snd Civil “.;I.'I‘ veterun. InN890, the ]5:11!:]1LS!.‘|:I[T
that Conrad traveled upfhe Congo River, Williams journeyed to ihCongo n.re l."!lf
under the sponsorshig/f an American railroad magnote l.'.nd‘ after raoYgonths of travel,

There he wrote his “Ogen Letter™ 1o Leopold 15

“ium befure beginning his expedition. Williams repor

in the success of the Congo State” becouse he fe!t it Wik

% of the African Slave-Power and the spread 13!' ci\jhz;m‘nn, bug hein

patron that what he found there convinced him of the "deceil, obtpsivene

¢ und cruelty of the State of the Congo” (guoted in FrankHn, pp. 266, 195},

here were insgfnces in which Mr. HENRY M. STANLEY sent one
hite man, with fbur ar five Zanzibar soldiers, to make treaties with
ative chiefs, Tife staple argument was that the white man’s heart
ad:grown siclfof the wars and rumoeurs of war between one chief
another, Hetween one village and another; that the white man
as ot peagf with his black brother, and desired to “confederate all




