Imperialism and the Congo
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Congo Free Statet

The Congo Free State {Etat Indépendant du Congo) is one of the
largest of the political divisions of Equatorial Africa. It occupies a
unigue position among modern states, as it may be said to owe its
existence to the ambition and force of character of a single individ-
dal. It dates its formal inclusion among the independent states of
the world from 1885, when its founder, Leopoid 11, king of the Bel-
gt:i_a'lqs,_became its head. But to understand how it came into exis-
ence, a brief account i needed of ijts Sovereign's connexion with
he African continent. In 1876 King Leopold summoned 2 confer-
“enice at Brussels of the leading geographical experts in Europe,
which resulted in the creation of “The ipternatianal Association for
he Exploration and ¢ i To carry out its objects.
n International Commission was founded, with Committees in the
ncipal countries of Europe. Committees were in fact 50 estab-

ed, but the m Commiittee at Brussels, where also were the
ada C .

‘ . rmed
altention in the hrst place to East Africa, and severa expeditions
ere sent out, which resulted in the founding of a Belgian station
at Karema on Lake Tanganyika, But the return of Mr {alterwards

r)'H. M. Stanley! from his great journey of exploration down the
ngo, forcibly dirceted the attention of King Leopold t
ties for exploration and civilization offered by thel

o the possi-

om - The New Volumes of the Encyclopadia Britaumicn cavstibiting, in Combination
ith the Existing Volimres af the Ninuh Edition {1875-89), the Tenth Edition of Thar
ork'(London, Cdinburgh, and New York: Encyclopedia Britannica Com any, 1902},
200-207. This encyclopedia anticle sugpests the state of informed puﬁli: opinion
abioiit the Cango in the year Heart of Darkness appeared in book form. The Ninh Edi.
Lién conteins no erury an the Congo Free State, and its article on the Congo was appar-

eiitly written In the late 18705, before the 1884 Berlin conference that recognized

Letpold's domain.
Henry M, Stanley {1841-1904), Anglo-American journalist and explorer. His first expe-
dition to Africn (1568-7 1} was commissioned by the New Yark Herald to find the lost ex-
lorer David Livingstone, whom he greeted with the now-famaous question. He was the
irst Eutnpean to folfow the Conpo River from its source to the sea (1874-77), and he

ter_helped to organize the Conge Free State and traveled to the Congo on Ring
LEGpald’s behalf (1879-84), [Editor)
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On the invitation of the king, Mr Stanley visited Brussels, anfi on
November 25th 1878 a separate committee of the InteTatror‘lal
Association was organized at Brussels, under the name "Comité
d'Etudes du : 3 il

Ay

C

? 0 ..
turn was the forerunner of t e Association
was provided with ; 9% ]
its funds were largely supp he private pursehf)fhl(mg :
Leopold; and by a gradual process of evolution the work, which was

antey,
river, in exploring and concluding
first station was founded in February

turning to Europe in August 1884 Mr Stanley had established:

twenty-two stations on the Congo and its tributaries. Numerf)us e:;
peditibns were organized by King Leopold in tlu? Congo basin, and
the activity of the International Association and its agents began se-

Congo, based on the discovery of its mouth by Portuguese navig
tors centuries before. In the interests of France, M. de Brazza was

cluding one where the important station

1s now situated. b

The fact that the International Association of the Congo h‘ad no
admitted status as a sovereign power rendered.the tenure of its ak .
* quisition somewhat precarious, and induced .ng Leapu[c'l to ma ie
determined efforts to secure for his enterprise a recognized posi-

. ) . o he ques
i s in 1884 a series of diplomatic events brought the q
o e f America was the first

King Leopold had been )
: ::::selﬂt, thg Assgciation’s most serious Yivu!, Ec;t *only to obta’m
recognition but on various boundary ques.tli;ms. Germany was
the next Great Power to recognize the position of t!-u? Free State, on
the 8th November 1884, and the same recognition was subse}:
quently accorded by Great Britain on 16th December; ltaly, 15t

December; Austria-Hungary, 24th December; Hoila.nd, 27thl?
cember; Spain, 7th January, 1885; France and Russia, 5th bFe ’ru
ary; Sweden and Norway, 10th February; Poru.‘lgal, I4t%1 l.:e math
and Denmark and Belgium, 23rd February, \yhlfe negotiations with
Germany for the recognition of the status.ol' .the- Congo Free Sta_t;
were in progress, Prince Bismarck issued invitations to the Powers
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to-an International Conference at Berlin. The Conference assem-
bled on the 15th of November 1884, and its deliberations ended on
the 26th of February of the following year by the signature of o
General Act, whic of the European Powers
ongo basin.
be briefly stated. A Con-
ntional Basin o which comprised all the
regions watered by the Congo and its affluents, including Lake
Tanganyika, with its eastern trib es, AN this Copventional
asi s ddeclared that “(ly haillénioy con
i 4 Freedom of navigation of the Congo and all its af-
uents was also secured, and differential dues on vessels and
merchandise were forbidden. Trade monopolies were prohibited,
nd provisions made for civilizing the natives, the suppression of
he slave trade, and the Protection of missionaries, scientists, and
explorers. Provision was made for the Powers owning territory in
he Conventional Basin to proclaim their neutrality. Only such
taxes or duties were to be levied as had "the character of an equiv-
lent for services rendered to navigation itself”; and it was further
rqﬁded that {Article 16) “The roads, railways, or lateral canals
vhich may be constructed with the special object of obviating the
innavigability or correcting the imperfection of the river route on
ertain'sections of the course of the Congo, its affluents, and other
aterways, placed under a similar system as laid down in Arti-
cle15, shall be considered, in their quality of means of communica-
as dependencies of this river and as equally open to the traffic
[l nations, And as on the river itself, so there shall be collected
these roads, railways, and canals only tolls calculated on the
cast of construction, maintenance, and management, and on the
ofits due to the promoters”; while as re
tolls,

ation:not having possesse date of the assembling of the
onference, any recognized status, was not formally represented at
rlin, but the flag of the Association having, before the close of
Conference, been recognized as that of a sovereign state by all
Powers, with the exception of Turkey, the Association formally
hered to the General Act.

Thus early in 1885 King Leopold had secured the recognition of
he Association as an indepe 4 : i Bel.,
tan Chamber authorized poid
ounded in Africa by the International Association of the Congo,”
nd declared that “the union between Beigium and the new State of

& Congo shall be exclusively personal.” This act of the Belgian
egislature regularized the position of King Leopold, who at once
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began the work of organizing an administration for the new
a circular-letter addressed to the Powers on the 1st of

His Majesty declared the neutrality of the “Independen
Conpo,” and set out the boundaries which were then claimeg
new state, but it was not until fifteen years later that the fron
the Free State were finally settled. * * * The net result of
treaties] is to leave the Conga Free State with France, Po
Great Britain as her neighbours on the north, with Gre
and Germany as her neighbours on the east, and with Gr:
and Portugal on her southern frontier, * * * .

The international position of the Free State is a soinew
alous one. It is an independent state administered-as:
colony. By his will dated the 2nd August 1889, King:Leo
queathed to Belgium “all our sovereign rights over the Indep
State of the Congo, as they are recognized by the declaratis
ventions, and treaties concluded since 1884 between ih
Powers on the one side, the International Association o)
and the Independent State of the Congo on the other, as
the benefits, rights, and advantages attached to that sovereig
was subsequent to the execution of this will that the Belgia

in July 1890 acquired the right * * * of annexing the Free Stat
ten years and six months from that date. In the year 1893, owing td

its Ainancial difficulties, t}

! e Belgian Ministry of that time believed the cccasion op
portune for advancing the date of the annexation of the Free Stat
as a Belgian colony. A Bill was introduced with bject into thi
Belgian Legislature, but after long delays and ! :
EERche Ministry fell, the Bill was withdrawn, and the . 3
voted a further foan to the Free State to enable it to tide aver.it:
immediate difficulties. However, either on the decease of the sovér
eign, or at some earlier date, the Belgians must come to a decisio
whether or not they will accept the responsibility for King Leopold

African kingdom. -

¢

Plysical Features

Except for its short coast-line on the Atlantic, and for a smal
area on its north-eastern frontier, the Free State lies wholly withi
the geographical basin of the Congo. It may roughly be divided iri
three zones—(1) the small coast zone west of the Crystal Moiin
tains, through which the Congo breaks in a succession of rapids t
the Atlantic; (2) the great central zone bounded on the north byth
Congo and the Mobangi river, on the east by the Mitumba range o
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dion t_h;e'suuth by the Congo-Zambezi watershed and
ntier; and (3) the smaller zone east of the Mi-
ncindl__ng the upper courses of some of the Congo

_ h_l_i_ve_ forced their way threugh the mountains

e Mweru and the upper course of the Luapula as,
which belongs geographically to the Nile vair]ey.

g0 and.its tributary streams form, both from the

he physical geography and the commercial devel-

C ngo Free State, its most important feature: but

nee ar the ifr_nrlr:cnse forests which clothe the b‘anks

ains: ot the great forest which appe:

ve covered the whole of the centre of the cggtei‘::natl["?ﬂz
nahs where it is anticipated that in the cour.se of

us- herds of cattle may be reared, are mostly situated

ds of:the Central zone, where the land dips down

2 Mountains to the Congo.

ed'on'the Equator, between about 5° N, and 11°

= Uongo Free State shows only a slight variation of tem-
} h > year round. From July to August the heat increases
thia more rapid rise to November, During December the
Dm‘ete_ .Temains stationary, and in January begins to rise
reiiching its maximum in February. March is also a month of
._t_ Bi:lt;‘ in April there is a steady decline into May, with a more
p{:_cl ecline in June, the minimum being reached again in July.
- St.orm.s of extreme violence, accompanied by torrential rain

| In tare instances by hailstones, are of not uncommon occur:
neeOn the coast and along the course of the lower river fogs are
dre, but in the i ¢ fogs are far from un-

Area and Population

he-area ]is roughly estimated at 900,000 square miles, and the
population is variously estimated at from 30,000 OE)O {St

BN A ’ ’ ' an.

to. 14,000,000 (Saint Martin). The estimated area is probably

ahove r.ather than below the doure, The vast bulk of the

population belongs to th but there are found, in

the great forests along the river banks, |

: n the north-eastern comer of the
pper basin of the Welle and the Mbomu,

00 basin, had in-
ay southwards
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towards the Congo when the agents of the State ap ‘the terminus of the railway on Stanl
‘ay ey

Paol. Ndolo is situated a

region and their farther progress. Traces o short distance From the P

h . o ool, and , b

still found in the districts where the slave traders from the east - an enter and leave the port. EYlertls?:;‘:(; Cklla;llnelsbby which vessels
coast had established stations. The European population at the end and it is intended to make Ndolo the h :J e ot hndertaken,
of 1886 numbered 254, of whom 46 were Belgians. In 1890 there - that ply on the inland w cacquarters of the steamers

aterways. Quays and a slip for launching

were 744 Europeans, of whom 338 were Belgians; in 1893, 1076, vessels have heen co

y ! ’ . nstructed. ille i i
of whom 691 were Belgians. In January 1900 the European popu- . Stanley Pool district, andr\:[;eoneii?ﬁfid;;ﬁf lf th"_ capital of the
lation was as follows:—Belgians, 1187; ltalians, 176; British, 99; the Association. It is situated about 7 ‘ il " rations [ounded by
Dutch, 95; Swedes, 81; Portuguese, 72; French, 53; Germans, 42; flanks of Mowunt Leopold, and it is consin;:;gj fmgl bl'}\ldolo on the
Danish, 39; Americans, 33; Norwegians, 25; Swiss, 13; Austrians, some day supplant Boma as the headquart %Oha e t!‘na‘t it may
7: Spaniards, 6; and other nationalities, 30,—a total of 1958, : when the increased im quarters of the administration

portance of the middle and upper river re-

gions makes it : ini
: necessary to miove the centre of administration from

Stations the lower river. * * *

stations have been established, so
tain importance and have become the centre of a comparatively
large European population. OF these, Boma is the headquarters of
the local administration, and the residence of a British vice-consul; thlon
It is situated on the right bank of the Lower Congo, about 60 miles umscribed in certain directions ’b '
from its mouth, is one of the principal ports of call for steamers, and ‘ hich the Free State adhered in léSS by which

the centre of a considerable trade. [n 1899 the number of steamers nd-free navigation of the Congo and i[; -&ﬂ“ ich freedom of tr;fd'e
entering the port of Boma was 84, of 164,035 tons, and the number nd criminal codes have been promul atiluents are SE‘CU[’E-C]. Civil
of coasting vessels 196, of 6484 tons. Banana, close to the mouth of pot

the Congo and Banana Point, possesses one of the best natural har-

§ acquired a cer Constitution

: HitH
" but King Leopold's power is
the General Act of Berlin, to

L

bours on the west coast of Africa, and is capable of sheltering vessels n:addition to the decrees, which are s d by t} Soverc:
of the largest tonnage. There are a number of European factories; .countersigned by the Secre'tarv of State gney' hed t'he Sovereign 3{14
some of them dating from very early days, and the place is still the sue of Regulations and Ordinances b rtlfﬂ‘glor“ ts made for the is-
centre of a considerable commerce. The French consulate is situ Gavernor-General may, in case of ur g re‘ O\Emor-G(?neml_ The
ated at Banana. [n 1899 the number of seagoing vessels entering; ding for a limited ﬁériod N Decreeg‘ nc}:dlsl:t.:ehan Ordm'ance sus-
the port was 108, of 205,610 tons, and the number of coasting ves- nances issued by the Govemor-GenI::ule y the .Sovere[gn. Ol‘d_l-
sels 244, of 13,353 tons. Matadi is situnted on the left bank of the: months, at the termination of which ercil dre}l:m,m in force for six
Congo, at the highest point of the lower river which can be reached’ have in the meantime been S”PE!‘SedEd [?, [t) ey expire, unless they
by scagoing vessels. It is the point of departure of the Congo railwa pitblished in the Bulletin Officiel, which Y eCr:::]e. All Decrees are
The raihway company has constructed two jetties at which steame s: The Sovereign is assisted in ;he task Icl)sflssu'e montbly at Brus-
can discharge their cargo. Matadi is probably destined to eclip v.of State, whose duty it is not only to Cgﬂ"ﬂnn:;ent by a Secre-
both Boma and Banana as a port, but at present no statistics ar Ut to superintend their execution TI*u}ere A Du}r:terslgn all Decrees,
available as to the number or tonnage of the vessels calling there tate; each presided over by Sccr.eta G e tlr.ee epartments of
_ Lauskunga, situated on the banks of the river of that name, a southern he Secretary of State. These departmgntse;il:ﬂ j{? )S;Sl?é;lglni&?n. to
— n Affairs,

tributary of the Congo, about half-way between Matadi and Stan 2).Finance, (3) Interi
Pool, was formerly the capital of the Falls district, and the chiel re
cruiting station for porters on the Lower Congo. Timiba, the presen
capital of the district, is a station on the Congo railway, the half-wa
house between Matadi and Stanley Pool, where the wains stop'fo ¥ a'Governor-General, w
the night. It is about 117 miles from Matadi and 143 from Ndolo 1y authorities. He is 4

or. There is also a Tre

lower river, the King being represented
‘ !10 is the head both of the naval and mil;-
is assisted by a Deputy Governor-General, by »
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Belgium to be educated. Missionaries have displayed great activit
on the Congo, and are encouraged by the Administration. In ]90(3;
djgre were 300 missionaries, of whom 180 were Roman .Catholic
a_n‘d ‘120 Protestants, scattered among 76 mission stations Th:
missionaries do not confine themselves to religious instructimil but
(_Efk_to rais'e the general level of the native population. In mam: dis-
ricts cannibalism is rife, and degrading ceremonies are practised
Tﬁgre are two Roman Catholic bishops, one of whom reside;‘, t
opoldville, the other at Baudouinville, and Roman Calholiac

l_lu. l.C]lES [0] tlle UIOPEQU prU]auO” are mainta "ed it Boma @
| 1 B nd

number of Inspectors, a Secretary-General, and several Directors. A
Consultative Committee or Council of the heads of the various de-
partments and higher officials advises the Governor-General on all
matters which he may lay before it. There are seven departments of
the administration:—(1) Justice, (2) Transports, Marine and Public.
Works, (3) Superintendence of State Lands, (4) Agriculture and In-
dustry, (5) Defence, (6) Force Publique, and (7) Finance. For ad-
ministrative purposes the Free State is divided into 14 districts, each’
of which is governed by a Commissary, with a staff of Assistant:
Commissaries, Sub-Commissaries, and clerks.
CEE T

Judicial Machinery Finance

. ‘the years that preceded the founding of the Congo Free State
th ft.l_nds for carrying on the work of the International Association
a th.e Congo were provided by King Leapold out of His Majesty's
privy purse, and for some time after the recognition of the Free
tate this system was continued. Mr Demetrius Boulger states that
the first ten years of his work on the Congo, King Leopold s en;
200,000 from his private fortune. The Krst five vears of the g}ds-
tence of the new State were greatly hampered by the provision of
! e;Ber?m Act prohibiting the imposition of any duties on goods im-
ported into the Congo region, but at the Brussels Conference, in
th summer of 1890, a declaration was signed by the Powers si na-
0y.to the Berlin Act authorizing the imposition of import dugn'es
-._e_gceeding 10 per cent. [of their value], except in the case of
irits, \ivhich were to be subject to a higher doty. * * * The Free
tate'is in fact a preat commercial undertaking as well as a govern-
ng [)l?d)’. It has established plantations in various parts of the State
ains, or Crown lands, but these are mainly in the experimental
lige, and the bulk of the revenue from the State domains s de.
ived flTOm the collection of caoutchouve, or rubber, from the forest
_the trade in ivory. In 1886 the total revenue of the State onl :
wunted to 74,261 francs. * * * The following table showi

.pld advance made in the revenue derived from the State
insi—

Until May 1897 the Upper Congo was under military law, but
from that date civil law has been administered throughout the
State, wherever the authority of the State extended. Courts of First
Instance have been instituted in the various districts, and there i
Court of Appeal at Boma which revises the decisions of the inferio
tribunals. There is a further appeal, in all cases where the sum in’
dispute exceeds a thousend pounds, to a Superior Council at Brus;
sels composed of a number of jurisconsults, wha sit as a Cour de
Cassation. In consequence of repeated charges of the ill-treatmen
of natives being made against officers of the Administration, King
,Leopold instituted a Commission for the Protection of Natives, and
nominated several missionaries of dilferent denominations to serve
on it. It is the duty of the Commission to report to the judicial a
thorities, or to the Governor-General, any cases of the ill-treatmer
of the natives which may come to the knowledge of its members.:

Religion and Instruction

The native population are pagans, fetish worshippers, and on:
very low plane of civilization. The State makes no provision for
their religious teaching, but by the Berlin Act missionaries of all d
nominations are secured perfect freedom of action. The State h
established three agricultural and technical colonies for lads up.to

the age of fourteen. Each of these colonies, which are situated at

Boma, Leopoldville, and New Antwerp, makes provision for the Year From State Domains
training of five hundred boys, who are recruited from those rescued

from slavery, from orphans, and from children abandoned or ne 1886 Frfmcs

lected by their parents. Practical instruction is given in various su 1891 S 74,261

jects, but the main object is to provide recruits for the armed force 8% . S 1,319,145

of the State, and only such lads as are unfitted to be soldiers 1900 T 2,887,404
drafted into other occupations. A few native children are sent: S 11,200,000 |
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€« % ¥ arens were reserved to the State and certain areas to private
“troders, * * ¥
Defence . | |
The Administration was at first compelled to recruit soldiers : Minerals

among races outside the State territories, but in ].886 ahsmali t: :
ginning was made in recruiting among the locafl mbes: T e grea ecll'
part of the army consisted in 1901 of locally-raised levies, rgcru;?e _
partly by voluntary enlistment and partly !)y .the enforce t;n ;st&
ment of a certain number of men in each district, whc'; are selec ;9
by the Commissary in conjunction with the .lo_cal c_h]efi. In 18 |
the effective force was fixed at 11,850 men, ds\t:dt.ad into 23 compr::-:l
nies, and commanded by 200 European commissioned ofﬁcers: anCI ang; ' . |
241 sergeants. The term of service for volunteers doei noi.e,\cee t- expedition sent out in 189] .rep‘orled that the richest deposits are to
seven years, while the militiamen raised by enforce en ls;lme_n ounc n dlsmct§ on the bank of the | e, e
serve for five years on active service, and f_or two years in -the El opper is also reported in other distriets, such as Mpala st Upe
serve, The men are armed with the Albani, the officers with the

ayp on Lake Tanganyika. Gold has been discovered in Katanga, but be-
Mauser rifle. There are seven camps of instruction, and the artille

ore'the advent of Europeans was held in less repute than copper.
includes Krupps, Maxims, and Nordenfeldts. A fort has bee Lead, tin (Mobangi basin), sulphur, and mercury are also reported

erected at Chinkakassa near Boma, commanding the river belsi : xist, but uatil the introduction of European methods it is jm-
the Falls, and there is another fort at Kinshassa on Stanley Pool 16 ssible to say what are the mineral resources of the Congo region,

¥ hether they can be worked at a profit.

Comparatively little is known of the mine
tryt tron is widely distributed, and worked in a primitive fashion. It
as been found in the Manyanga country, the Manyema country,
n.the Upper Congo, in the Urua country, in the basins of the Ka-
saiand the Lualaba, and in Katanga. Immense ironstone hills, esti-
mated to contain millions of tons of ironstone of superior quality,
have been reported in the southeastern region. The wealth of
Katanga in copper has been described by several travellers, and the

ral wealth of the coun-

protect Leopoldville and the railway terminus. dw

Land and Production Animal and Vegetable Products

On the Ist of July 1885 it was decreed that “unoccupied land
are considered as belonging to the State.” There are threeffolzms ht
ownership recognized in the Free State-—{1) tf.te right of t e na
tives to land in their actual occupation; (‘2) private owne_rsll;uph__
Europeans of land which they have acquired, and of which the

Elephant and hippopotamus ivory forme
st important article of export, When Europeans first entered the
go basin the natives were [ound to have large stores of “dead
ry"in their possession. These stores are still being drawn on for

export, supplemented by the “live ivory” obtained by the killing of
are the registered owners; and (3) State ownership of all the la ephants in the present day. In July 1889, as 3 precaution against

not included in either of the two former categories, * * * Thfare.i ; ___._'_(termina.tic.m of the eiephant.. the King .issued a df.‘cree

ate department for the management of the Domain h ting-the killing of elephants without special permission. Large
c separ} ds. Plots for factories and blocks of agricultural land a s:still exist in the Congo forests, especially in the eastern and
Crown lan " {-;(_)- d rates, but the main contribution to the Stat; ortheastern districts. A reference to the commercial statistics wiil
sold at cfertamh \e[)omain’ lands is obtained * * * from the collec  that ivery is still the second most important export from the
rfevem.fl‘e Lobm ta:d ivory. In 1891 and 1892 the State C“dEﬂ“'OUFE - State. It js, however, a bad second 1o caouichoue, the rubber
tlDﬂbOt n a t:?;ﬂnopolv of the rubber trade, and circulars were is ommerce, which is obtained from the rubber-bearing liana-—
tc:xe(:i tglzlhe Commissaries in certain districts instructing them tha olphia florida—which exists in practically inexhaustible quan-
:mt only was the collection of rubber by the natives to be repu: 1In 1886 the value of the rubber exports only amounted to

lated, but that in future the natives were to be CDmHﬂHCd tUdS;'_'l_ 58,000 francs. In 1900 the value h&]F{ risen to 28,973,505 francs.
their rubber to the State. Vigorous protests by the private tra in, al timber are other natural prod-

alm oil, palm nuts, gum copal, and
companies were made against this attempted violation of the Tee ich swell the volume of exports, though not at present to
dom of trade secured by the Berlin Act, and eventually the circi: et only exported to the value

onsiderable extent. Timber is as 3
lars were withdrawn and an arrangement made by which certain between £3000 and E4000, but the vast forests contain many
a .

d for some years the

pro-
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trees, the wood of which is sufficiently valuable to pay the cost
transport to Europe. Ebony, teak, African cedar, mahogany ar
few only of the woods that abound on the Congo, Coffee an
bacco are found in a wild state, and there is an immense numbe
fruit-bearing trees, and of plants yielding spices and essence
which may in time be turned to profitable account. :

Contmerce

wing table shows the total exports ufider th i

- follo i e headings—.

Spec:g.l_-_Commerce, which includes only such articlesg as
te from.the Congo Free State; and (2} General Commerce

ncludes. exports of all kinds from the Free State, whatever
of origin:— ,

Agricudture
Until the advent of Europeans the natives, except in the imme ' ?’ear Special General
ate neighbourhood of some of the Arab settlements, did little m 1,980,441 7.667.949
than cultivate small patches of land close to their villages: ‘Tt 8,242,199 14.109:781
grew bananas, manioc, the Spanish potato, the sugar canc, mai < 10,943,019 12,135,656
sorghum, rice, millet, eleusine, and other Fruits and vegetable o 22,163,482 25,396,706
well as tobacco, but the constant state of fear in which they .o 36,067,959 39,138,283
both from their neighbours and from the Arabs, offered smal : ]

ducement to industry. Future agricultural development will dépe
on the success which attends the efforts to turn the native in
regular labourer. Plantations have been established both by
State and by private companies, and already small quantities 6f

G .wing table shows the value of {he principa] products ex-
the Free State (Special Commerce) at three periods:—

fee, cocoa, tobacco, and maize have been exported. There ar 1887 ~
statistics of the number of domestic animals in the country 1895 1899
there is a number of horses, mules, donkeys, cattle, and pigs, and Francs. Francs. Francs.
is believed that cattle-rearing may be profitably undertaken in [16,768 2,882,585 28,100,917
eastern portions where the country rises towards the Mitu; 795,700 5,844,640 5,834,620
Range, when the political conditions and improved transpo 580,781 1,242,898 },293,4]3
arrangements make such an experiment possible, 462,609 935,658 734:5; ]
. 12,200 91,312
Industries & Laneous. . 14,583 25,038 13,186
In some districts the natives possess considerable skill in wo 1,980,441 10,943,019 36?067?9ﬂ

in wood, ivory, and metals, but the Congo industries are at pre
purely loeal. Iron and copper are extracted by certain tribes; whi fiereasing importance of the trade with Belgium is shown ;

enjoy a practical monopoly of this kind of work. The knives, spe ving table, in which will be found the value of the gene ”'i
and shields of native workmanship frequently show both ingen Belgium, Holland, and Great Britain at three pe 'gd o
and skill, alike in design and in execution. European fabrics h periads:—

among the tribes nearest the coast, already alfected the wesvi

cloths by the natives, but over a great part of the State territo 1890 1895 1899
natives still manufacture cloth from vegetable fibres. They. Francs. Francs F

four different colours; vellow, the natural colour, black, réd 2,217,599 8.999 66;0 12 31)‘22(75.
brown, which are obtained by dyeing, and these colours they:c 8073208 '885,405 ],65(/,@28
bine into effective designs. In some tribes a rude form of pri 833,94] 592'496 '2 ’361
designs on cloth is practised, and on the Sankuru and Luk ’ 81,593

special kind of cloth, with a heavy pile resembling velvet, is
by the Basongo-Meno and other tribes. :
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Shipping and Navigation ing up the Mayumbe province; a line or lines of rajlway betw
th'e navigable waters of the Upper Congo and Lake ’I(h‘n z“.’eken
\\:ﬂh subsidiary lines which would develop the rich provign:e): ;]E'
g};atn}'emtfa, Urua, and Katanga; 'and a railway in the Upper Welle
district, tor the purpose of opening up the north-eastern provinces

nd affording rapi itori
“e.a ording rapid access to the leased territories on the Upper

There is a fortnightly service of steamers between Antwerp and
Boma and Banana. There is also frequent steam communication
with Liverpool, Hamburg, Rotterdam, and Lishon. In 1899 there
entered at Boma and Banana 192 seagoing vessels of 369,645 tons,
and cleared 197 vessels of 375,715 tons, Of the tonnage entered,
191,843 was Belgian; 79,037, British; and 65,682, German. OF the
tannage cleared 185,933 was Belgian; 85,588 was British; and : .
67,113, German. During the same year 440 coasting vessels of - I \"ﬂtenm_rs
19,838 tons entered, and 451 vessels of 20,357 tons cleared from It is, however, in the splendid navigable w

the same ports. Congo stream and its tributaries that the Free State has found and
,

ill co?‘tl.nue to find, its most powerful instrument in the develop-
. .

e|'1t oﬂlts resources. ¥ * ¥ The State maintains on these water-

vs a tleet of steamers which in 1900 numbered 26 vessels

¥

aterways of the main

Internal Commuurications

From the mouth of the Congo to the beginning of the rapids, the purpose of preserving authority, provisioning the stations fﬂf
which render the river unnavigable—a distance of about a hun- oting trade, and operating the postal service. Private tradin ‘cg Y
dred miles—the State maintains a fleet of seven steamers, in panies, French, Belgian, and Dutch, and several R‘Iiss,gionz?]-'
which passengers and goods are transported from the larger 501313“@5. also maintain steamers on the inland waters, and th?a
ocean-going steamers to Matadi, the point of departure of the rail- number is being rapidly increased since the docks have l;een built
way. Matadi can, however, be approached by ships of considerable at Ndolo and the raihway offers increased facilities for transport
burden. Before the railway, all merchandise and goods for the in- way from the railway and the waterways, transport is still mginI;
terior had to be carried by porters from the coast to Stanley Poo ffected by porters. ’ y
This method was both costly and inconvenient. The journey took . £ %

three weeks. In 1887 the King granted to the Congo Industrial and
Commercial Company a concession to construct a railway from:
the lower river to Stanley Pool, and, after a survey had been made, - =210 ENCYCLOP/EDIA BRITANNICA
a Congo Railway Company was founded in Brussels in July 1889, -

with a capital of 25 million francs, of which the Belgian Govern
ment subscribed 10 milliens. The moving spirit in this great enter-
prise was Colonel Thys. The work was begun almost immediately;
but nearly insuperable difficulties were encountered, both engi
neering and financiol. The line was finally completed in Mare
1898, and formally opened to traffic in the following July—ni

[Europ an Reaction to Leopold’s Abus

te were greatly em-
ittered by the charges br fad ¥ em

years after its practical inception. The length of the line is 26 The administration of the sthte hal intol] uséatc administration.
miles, and its inland terminus is at Ndolo on Stanley Pool, a sho change since the early years ofis exj nce ;dergom l;l '}Somlpletﬁ
: - - . ecree of the Ist o

distance from Leopoldville. There is a weeldy service of three pas uly- 1885 had, it is true declared:
senger trains in each direction, two days being occupied on th
journey. The trains do not run during the night. The singk

: , i The Encyelapaedin Britannica: S N )
thmugh fare for Europeans is £20, and the fl'E!g}‘lt charges are pro oration, l}hh( fdi (u;{::‘m{:.;;:f\ ictiouarn ufz'.ﬁs,ﬁsamencex, Liternture and General 1y

{ “vacant lands” the property of
3% -‘f._iaut it was not for some time

portionately high, judged by European standards, though conside ter-recounting the history l]‘luhﬁks::[}il'(:]{?r;‘}:‘::fe Cu‘ﬁ"g“;j: C”é-t_fmipl. 6:920-22, AF-
ably below the charges which had to be paid before the railwa follawing ord-for-word P accaunt of the ithon Gee ;‘;orc';:ih;;reﬁgrfiﬁ,ﬂﬁ?:f
was built. The cost of constructing and equipping the railway wa r{‘,;',ﬁf“;';’,j_‘{',‘,??;;;‘;‘[;;‘;",;‘ gi""g‘;}q\d the inceeasing European
68 millions of francs. Other railways which are projected are 8! Editi Dalysis of the influcnce fleass of Do, 1 this Norton Criti

vement. Notes are the Editocs
of the state {French)

short line from Boma to the Lukulu river, for the purpose of open



