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Thesis statement: In the next 20 to 50 years we will have maxed out on all the fossil fuels in the world; therefore, we need alternative energy to survive, and biofuels are the perfect solution.
	Notes/facts/direct quote
(EVIDENCE)
	Connection to your thesis or ANALYSIS of fact/evidence/quote

	#_1_ Of the world's 47 poorest countries — 38 are net oil importers and 25 of these import all of their oil.
(The Global Benefits)
	It is clear the use of biofuels will be environmentally friendly, but it will also help many countries economically.  The developing countries would be greatly benefitting from this transformation, because they spent numerous amount of money to import oil.  With biofuels many of this poor countries will be able to create highly productive energy crops, because they have substantial agricultural bases and are well-positioned.

	#_2_ With enormous unmet demand for electricity (only 16% of the continent is electrified), ample labor resources, and abundant land mixed with the proven technology to convert biomass for electricity generation, Africa's bioenergy opportunity clearly stands out.
(Ferris)
	It is clear that bioenergy provides Africa with multiplicity of benefits to their economy.  By access of modern forms of energy they can move out of poverty by the help of investments in agriculture.  In order to alleviate poverty and grow their economy, African countries need energy security, and there are a variety of options such as, producing bioenergy crops, jatropha or sugarcane.  This opportunity is very crucial for Africa and they must take advantage of it.  Also it is argued this process will create problems with food production.  However, there is no reason why food and fuel cannot thrive side by side.  By allowing this, it reduces African countries’ dependence upon exports of basic commodities, and allows them to process crops into food and fuel domestically. 

	#_3_

For all the obituaries that are written for it, the U.S. ethanol industry promotes economic growth, environmental sustainability, and energy independence.
(Block)
	In the midst of recession, the ethanol industry opened 31 new bio-refineries and created 240,000 jobs.  In 2008 it created 9 billion gallons of ethanol, which accounted for 7 percent of gasoline sales.  This year the numbers are expected to raise even more.  There are numerous options for alternative energy, but biofuels hold a stronger promise than any of the other options, because they provide the greatest amount of energy and can fuel cars.  The ethanol industry is beneficial to the environment as well.  By substituting ethanol for gasoline it can reduce the greenhouse emissions by 48 to 59 percent.

	#_3_ But there are critics who contend that biofuels may be helping on the energy front.
(Block)
	Critics argue that producing biofuels is taking up too much energy that in the end there is little to no gain.  However, production of ethanol is becoming more efficient each year.  It takes a lot less water and energy to make ethanol today than it did five years ago.  Many (if not most) refineries have evaluated production processes that are giving a better yield of energy from biofuels.  The production of ethanol is increasing worldwide too.  This is helping to reduce global gasoline prices from levels that would otherwise prevail.  Experts estimate that the gasoline prices are approximately 50 cents lower due to the biofuel uses today.

	#_4_ Algal biofuel could potentially fuel trucks, buses and many cars worldwide, with little change in infrastructure. The trick is to produce it cheaply enough, and on a large enough scale, for mass commercial use.

                                                     (Goffman)
	Algae are packed with lipids –fatty, oily molecules, which can de converted into clean biodiesel or jet fuel.  With all the varieties of biofuels explored, scientists say that the photosynthetic algae provide the best opportunity and have the biggest advantage.  Algae are extremely efficient in converting sunlight into energy.  This may be true, but we are long way from producing commercial-scale algae fuel.
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